
If the task says "Not more 
than 3 words", answering in 
4 or more words will defi-
nitely cost marks. 

The length of a written task 
is crucial. When instructions 
mention a minimal number of 
words (250 for essay, 150 
for report or letter), it means 
that any work shorter than 
required will be penalized. 

Mistake 1: Not knowing the 
standard of IELTS Exami-
nation 

Many students sit their ex-
amination unaware of exam-
iner expectations and do not 
provide well structured an-
swers that can be awarded 
maximum score.  

Many are unaware of the 
depth of basic skill required 
and concentrate their study 
time on the specific topics, at 
the expense of other topics 
that may appear on the 
exam.  

Too many students also fail 
to meet the expected exami-

nation standard, making mi-
nor mistakes that could oth-
erwise have been easily 
awarded.  

This scenario is most com-
monly due to the fact that 
students often underestimate 
the examination itself.  

They come to the examina-
tion unprepared or full with 
their own assumptions or 
myth about the IELTS exam. 

 

Mistake 2: More is less & 
Less is less 

A very common mistake is to 
answer in more words than 
instructed.  

"SLS is a great place to pre-
pare for IELTS. After taking 
2 weeks course here, I man-
aged to get 7.5 at the end. 

Thank you all SLS teachers.”  

Result:  

Speaking 7.0, Listening 7.5 
Writing 7.0 & Reading 8.0. 
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Weekday Course 

Morning  

Monday 01/08/2011 

09:30am-12:30pm 

 

Afternoon 

Monday 01/08/2011 

02:00pm-05:15pm 

 

Weeknight Course 

Monday, 01/08/2011 

06:30pm-09:00pm 

The Biggest Mistakes Made by IELTS Students 

"SLS IELTS course helped 
me in getting the mark I de-
sired. I would definitely rec-
ommend my friends to join 

IELTS Course at SLS.  

Result:  

Listening 7.5, Writing 8.0, 
Reading 8.5 & Speaking 7.0 

"SLS is a good place to 
learn IELTS. I improved in 
all skills and get band 7 for 
my results. Thank you very 
much."  

Result:  

Listening 7.0, Writing 7.0, 
Reading 7.0 & Speaking 7.0 
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Fortuna House 
Level 4, Suite 402 
332-336 Pitt St 
Sydney CBD 
 
Phone:  
02 9283 9892 
 
Fax:  
02 9283 5754 
 
Mobile:  
0433 506 969 

SYDNEY LANGUAGE 

EXCHANGE 

 

Sydney Language 

Solutions has launched 

a language exchange 

website. Exchange 

your native language 

with an English 

speaker and improve 

your speaking skills. 

It's all free and educa-

tional. 


